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Anticipated Floor Action:
H.R. 624—Armored Car Reciprocity Amendments

H.R. 497—Repealing the Federal Charter of Group Hospitalization
and Medical Services, Inc.

H.R. 668—Airport and Airway Trust Fund Tax Reinstatement Act (Vote Only)

* * *
Bills Considered Under Suspension of the Rules

Floor Situation:  The House will consider the following two bills, H.R. 624 and H.R. 497, under
suspension of the rules as its first order of business today.  Each bill is debatable for 40 minutes, may
not be amended, and requires a two-thirds majority vote for passage.

H.R. 624 makes technical and clarifying amendments to the Armored Car Reciprocity Industry Act
(ACIRA, P.L. 103-55).  The bill clarifies that a weapons license granted to on-duty armored car
crew members from a home state that conducts regular criminal background checks and provides
classroom and range training from a certified instructor in weapons safety and marksmanship, both
at the time of initial licensing and upon renewal, is sufficient license for armored car crew members
to operate in all states.  The bill changes the annual weapons permit renewal requirement to match
33 state’s statutes of biennial renewal, but provides a grandfather clause for states that enacted
weapons permit renewal statutes prior to October 1, 1996, so long as renewal is required in less than
five years.  CBO estimates that enactment of H.R. 624 will result in no significant cost to the federal
government.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Whitfield and ordered reported by the Commerce
Committee by voice vote.

H.R. 497 repeals the federal charter of Group Hospitalization and Medical Services, Inc. (GHMSI),
the provider of the Blue Cross/Blue Shield health plan in the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area.
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Repealing the charter allows GHMSI—the only insurance plan in the country to operate under a
federal charter—to create a charter under the District of Columbia Nonprofit Corporation Act and
be regulated by the D.C. Insurance Commission.  The federal charter governing GHMSI imposes
rigid requirements that are not required of competing insurance companies, putting GHMSI at a
competitive disadvantage.  H.R. 497 is designed to give GHMSI more flexibility and put it on equal
footing with other insurance companies.  CBO estimates that enactment will result in no significant
costs to the federal government.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Davis and was not considered by
any committee.

Additional Information:  See Legislative Digest, Vol. XXVI, #4, February 21, 1997.

* * *
H.R. 668—Airport and Airway Trust Fund Tax Reinstatement Act

Floor Situation: The House will vote on H.R. 668 after it completes consideration of H.R. 497,
having concluded debate on the measure yesterday.  The bill requires a two-thirds majority vote for
passage.

Summary:  H.R. 668 reinstates five excise taxes which fund the Airport and Airway Trust Fund
(also known as the Airport Trust Fund) through September 30, 1997.  The bill permanently extends
authorization for the Treasury Department to transfer aviation taxes from general revenues to the
Airport Trust Fund and includes provisions to ensure prompt deposit of aviation tax receipts into the
U.S. Treasury.  The Joint Committee on Taxation and the Congressional Budget Office estimate that
enactment of H.R. 668 will increase federal receipts by $2.7 billion in FY 1997 and decrease rev-
enues by $54 million in FY 1998.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Archer and ordered reported by the
Ways & Means Committee by voice vote.

Views:
Republican Leadership:  Supports
Chairman Archer:  Supports
President Clinton:  Supports

Additional Information:  See Legislative Digest, Vol. XXVI, #4, February 21, 1997.

* * *


